
You are an Athlete, itôs 

been confirmed, or it will 

be! 

 

No doubt you already knew 

that, or if you are like me, it 

had never occurred to you.  

Delving deep into the past 

to my school days; I was 

sat in a chemistry lesson 

when my teacher (Miss 

Hasler) made a similar type 

of comment i.e. You are all 

scientists!  

I didnôt pay any further at-

tention during the course of 

the lesson as I was preoccu-

pied with my new role in 

life.  After the initial boost 

to my status I slowly de-

scended back to reality as I 

discovered there was so 

little that I knew about sci-

ence and chemistry in par-

ticular. 

My initial statement imme-

diately stirred those 

memories to the point 

where I might agree that I 

probably know more 

about being an athlete 

than I ever did about 

chemistry. 

 

What I didnôt do all those 

years ago was listen to the 

whole statement, if I had 

done so a different picture 

would surely have 

emerged. With this in 

mind Iôll now convey the 

intended point. 

 

There have been mutter-

ings for some time about 

the introduction of an 

ñAthleteôs registration 

schemeò.  A new govern-

ment subsidised body 

ñEngland Athlet-

icsò (controlling the UK Athlet-

ics, SEAA & County Associa-

tions) have announced that they 

will be introducing an ñathletes 

registration schemeò to pay for 

the new organisation and if 

things go according to plan it 

will be introduced in April 2007. 

 

What does this mean for us?  

All I can tell you now is that the 

registration scheme will require 

annual renewal and that it will 

cost us.  

From the information received so 

far, in the first year of operation 

individuals will pay £3/club 

member and once this has been 

paid you will become a regis-

tered athlete (Congratulations). 

The following year the rate will 

rise to £5/club member.  The 

Government is subsidising the 

cost of membership registration 
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which they estimate to be 

£45-£50 per club member 

(I feel another tax coming 

on).  

Iôm not sure if this means 

that England Athletics is a 

Government or sports 

KWANGO but does it 

make any difference any-

way? 

Incidentally, we already 

pay an annual registration 

fee to the S.E.A.A and 

D.C.A.A. and it seems 

these payments will also 

continue. 

 

So what will be the bene-

fits of being a registered 

athlete?  

If we donôt pay it is al-

most certain UK athletics 

registered members wonôt 

be allowed to run in our 

race or us in theirôs. 

 

OK, what about the dis-

advantages? 

There is a fair chance that 

your personal information 

will be held on yet an-

other computer database. 

If this is the case I will be 

seeking assurances about 

the security of the system. 

The complacent response 

ñWe are governed by the 

Data protection act 1998ò 

isnôt good enough (e.g. 

Banks dumping our per-

sonal information on the 

streets.) 

Heather Foundling-
Hawker 

2 

Welcome to New Mem-
bers 

3 

Am I a Tighttope 
Walker? 

4 

Ian Jeevesõ Quiz Corner 6 

Staggering Along 7 

News from Australiañ
Tracey Gracewood 

8 

Social & Running Diary 9 

Club Points Trophy 10 

Race Results 
 

11 

Forthcoming Races 13 

Inside this issue: 

To conclude 

At the moment we óre unsure 

how the registration scheme will 

work but I would wager that 

clubs will have to do all of the 

admin & fee collection. If so, for 

ease of administration we óll 

need to raise membership fees . 

This will means that irrespective 

of your status as a club member, 

Athlete registration fees will 

need to be paid annually. Iôm not 

sure what happens if you are a 

member of two club. Please re-

member that when this happens 

all of the proceeds will end up in 

the coffers of England Athletics, 

our club gets nothing other than 

more  work. 

 

 

 

 

 

Note from Sandra 
 

 

Please let me have any 

contributions for the next 

newsletter by  

15th February 
E-mailï san-

dra7thorpe@hotmail.com 



I have to admit that I donôt support this system at all and if there was a way to avoid paying more the fees I would be 

keen to adopt it. Iôm sorry to have to ruin a good newsletter with this information but now everyone knows what to ex-

pect. Even with these new fees we still partake in one of the cheapest sports in the country, just. 

 

If you want to know more a good place to start would be 

 http://www.britishathleticsclubs.com/ which is the competition to England Athletics. 

 

Disclaimer, these are of course my opinions and I will happily update them as the situation becomes clearer. 

 

ñHappy Runningò 

 

Paul 

 

 

Andy and Ali Guest Move to Spain 
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World 100 kilometre championships in Incheon, South KoreaðOctober 2006 

 
Congratulations to Heather for her fantastic achievement in coming 9th out of 60 world 

class athletes. Heatherôs time was 7h 50m 54s and she was 2nd Lady Vet 40. 

 

To put Heatherôs achievement in perspective, in 2005 this would have been the 

fastest time in the world !!  

 

 

Congratulations to Heather Foundling -Hawker  


